HIGH FLYING FLAG--Terry Lollar, Central Point 
extra gang supervisor, hoists the American flag up 
a pole recently constructed by crews at the High- 
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Shuttle explosion inspired project 


Crews,proudly hoist flags 
over Central Point station 


Patriotism is flying high at the Central Point 
maintenance station of the Highway Division. 


Crews who work there have constructed a 41=~” 


foot flagpole, and they proudly fly the U.S. and 
Oregon flags each day. 

According to Terry Lollar, extra gang super- 
visor, the idea was advanced several times.in 
recent years by Henry Montes, sign crew super- 
visor. 

But when the space shuttle exploded this 
year, a surge of patriotic feelings inspired the 
crew members to get the project done. 

The extra gang extended a used light pole for 


the project and installed it at the, ond of the 
maintenance building. al 
“We think that since this is a state building, we 
should have the flag flying,’“A.ollar said. “Many of 
the crew. members are veterans, and they feel 
like it’s a oy time to ae what courtyy 
we're in.’ d 
Lollar ard fie! was only aware of one other 
maintenance station--Grants* 
flagpole. am | 
He and the landscape. supervisor | ‘share the 
duty of hoisting and pane ¢ down thé flag each 
day. 8 


way maintenance station. 


Major metro projects take special ‘eaeek 


EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the second 
in a series of articles about the 
complexities of funding, planning 
and constructing major highway 
projects in the Portland metro- 
politan region. Next month’s article 
will look at the future of transpor- 
tation in the area. 


‘Major highway construction | 


projects in the Portland metro- 
politan area can easily be 10 years 
old before completion. 

Now in high gear is a complex 
project to revamp five local streets 
in the northwest industrial area. 
Included is an extension of the 


1-405 freeway from the Fremont 
Bridge. 

In the meantime, on the south- 
west corner of the metropolitan 
area, more than two years of con- 
struction is nearly complete on 
major improvements to Highway 
217. A 7.5-mile section has a new 
overlay, and a new interchange 
configuration between 217 and the 


Sunset Highway (U.S. 26) will be — 


finished this month. 

Before any engineer had drawn 
a line on paper for any of these 
jobs, Project Development Engi- 
neer Jim McClure and _ his staff 
notified affected government units 


Talbot calls for annual effort 


Citizens bag beach litter 


CAP'N CLEANS $ UP--Cap’ n Dire: 
the beach safety bear, helps volun- 
teers clean up the coast during 
Memorial Day weekend. 


The first “Company's Coming” 
clean-up campaign of coastal 
beaches was so successful that the 
Parks Division is planning a repeat 
next year. 

Hundreds of volunteers 
gathered more than 400 bags of 
trash during the Memorial Day 
Weekend. 

The Highway Division empha- 
sized roadside litter clean-up along 
Highway 101 at the same time. 

Although specific dates and 
other details for 1987 have yet to be 
worked out, Parks Administrator 
Dave Talbot said the success of the 
initial venture convinced him that 
the beach clean-up should become 
an annual event. 

The “Company's Coming” effort 
was aimed at making sure Oregon 
looks clean for visitors en route to 
or from Expo 86 in British Colum- 
bia. Gov. Vic Atiyeh asked ODOT 
to take the lead in the project. 


and neighborhood associations. 

On major projects, the division 
forms a citizen advisory committee 
that meets several times during 
the preliminary design stage. 

A technical advisory committee 
helps coordinate design. It consists 
of representatives from cities, 


counties, Tri-Met, the Department . 


of Environmental Quality, the 
Federal Highway Administration 
and the citizen committee. 

Early in the process, an environ- 
mental impact statement is pre- 
sented to city councils, county 
commissioners and the public dur- 
ing hearings or meetings. McClure 
finds his role tricky at this stage. 

‘“‘We are expediters. We push the 
public to accept concepts, while 
warning engineers not to get too 
detailed or committed to a plan,” 


j Ca 
or / ES. 
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Sunset 
@si_ Highway 


he said. ‘If we go into a hearing 
with complete-looking drawings, 
people think we’ve already made 
up our minds.” 

“The public is well organized. 
Neighborhood organizations often 
have been formed to fight particu- 

Continued...Page 5 


MOVERS AND SHAKERS--These students were among more than 
100 Westport elementary students who petitioned ODOT for a 
“Welcome to Oregon” sign for the ferry landing in their northwest 


Oregon town. Related story page 4. 
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A\ ees chose to retire in June 
to get a raise in benefits. 
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A new position of commu- 
5) nity liaison symbolizes 
changes for Highway. 
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Candid Comments ques- 
8 tion: Should Oregon’s 
anti-litter law be tougher? 
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A message a 
from the director . a 


With an areanization the size of the Departnent . Transport: 
tion, there should be a productive marriage of two different kinds of — 
activities--those related to day-to-day programs and those involved : 


with the future. 


Most of you are engaged i in providing quality facilities and 


services to the public. We are 
responsible for a number of 
essential programs for the state. 


high level of performance in the 
use of their tax dollars. | 

At the same time, top man- 
agement is relatively more 
involved in planning for the 


the future as well as we can, 
make the best possible appoint- 


sufficient resources to cane out 
our programs. 


longer-range focus. Nev- 
ertheless, we must continue to 


grams are successful and appre- 

ciated now, and also that they 

ie be healthy in the years to 
ome. 

The busy summer with which mast of us are very familiar is 
complemented by a very active period in examining our future 
programs. 

Among the major areas for discussion are: 

® The Highway, Road and Street Study, which Colon. the road 
needs for all levels of government, and which will propose methods 
for financing highway preservation and improvement projects. __ 

@ The Public Transportation Needs Study, which will evaluate 


levels of need for transit programs and set forth ppuon, for their 


funding. 

e A Coastal Ports Study being done in conjunction with the 
Department of Economic Development to determine potential 
development for the ports of Astoria, Newport and Coos Bay and 
evaluate how transportation facilities relate to that development. 

e A review of highway safety programs with the objective of 
determining whether the department's role in these areas should 
change. 

Already completed has been 
the Governor’s Conference on 
the Future of Oregon State 
Parks with related funding rec- 
ommendations. And, we have 
had a task force to examine 
future funding for Aeronautics 
programs. 

The Motor Vehicles Division has elvan done a good job of 
anticipating its future needs and planning the kinds of systems 


‘Top management is 
involved in planning 
for the future.’ 


~ necessary to provide essential services. Programs in this division will 


benefit if there is additional Highway Fund revenue. 
If we are successful in these efforts, as | think we will be, we can be 
assured of many busy summers to come. 


DEPARTMENT BENEFITS FROM COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 


Besides doing a good job of providing the services that are 


expected from us, our department has benefited from taking addi- 
tional positive steps in the community. 


Most recently, we were selected as the puonaine middle school _ 
partnership in the Salem area in the Chamber of Commerce Business _ 


Education Partnership Program. We are the only state agency par- 
ticipating in this program and evidently are doing the job more 
effectively than private sector companies. 

At the annual meeting of the Portland Mathematics, Engineering 
and Science Achievement Program (MESA), we, along with such 
firms as Tektronix and IBM, were recognized as having made 
outstanding contributions to minority students. This places Tektronix 
and IBM in good company. 


I know that we benefit when members of the community think of | 


the Department of Transportation, as a participant in these extra 
efforts. 


We all should appreciate hese individuals who made these - 
programs successful. It will. pay of for Peony We Hpi ove a 


pure yes as we help others. 


Oregonians generally expect a __ 


future. We need to anticipate _ 
ments of people, and generate — 


Of course, ehart- cm crises 
arise and can detract from this — 


work to assure that our pro-— 


TEXANS TOUT OREGON--Volunteer oo hosts Lin and Ralph Lepicier PRS 
Mission, TX, visit with Parks Administrator Dave Talbot during a gathering 
for hosts in early June. After first touring Oregon last year, the couple signed 
up as hosts for this summer. Having traveled nationwide, they testified that 


“Oregon parks are number one.” 


Rendezvous hosts hosts 


More than 100 volunteer camp- 
ground hosts from throughout 
Oregon and other states attended a 
Park Host Rendezvous last month 
at Silver Falls State Park. 

Purpose of the event was to pro- 
vide information to the hosts and 
thank them for their services. 

Following a Sunday brunch, rep- 
resentatives of Trailer Life Show, 
Inc., were thanked for a $5,000 
donation supporting the host pro- 
gram. The funds helped pay 


aun Lettersie< 


Parks draw praise 


Parks Division: 

My wife and | just came home 
from a couple of days at Sunset Bay 
State Park. We also spent some 
time at Shore Acres State Park, 
where we enjoyed the history gar- 
dens and a spectacular view. 

We especially thank Park Aide 
Fran McGuire for her courtesy and 
helpful consideration. 

Thanks for a very special week- 
end and for all that Parks employ- 
ees do to make the visits of others 
in our state safe and pleasant. 


Richard Smith 
Harrisburg 


Crew helps ambulance 


Bob Klingbeil 
Highway Maintenance Supervisor 
Brothers: 

| want to thank you and your 
crew for all the aid you have given 
Air Life on Hwy. 20. 

Your help has been invaluable, 
and we hope you will be there 
when we need your help again. 


Jim Downes, Air Life pilot 
Bend 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Air Life is a heli- 
copter ambulance service. 


‘Give pat on the back’ 


Larry Rulien 
State Highway Engineer: 

Alex Kuehn recently assisted me 
and my family when our car quit on 
the Wallowa River Highway during 
a scorchingly hot afternoon. 

Had it not been for his human- 


expenses for the rendezvous and 
purchased jackets and hats to be 
worn by the hosts while on duty. 

The first jacket and hat were pre- 
sented to Gov. Vic Atiyeh, who 
thanked the hosts for their work. 
“You make visitors feel like a family 
has invited them into their home. 
It’s your warm welcome that makes 
Oregon different from other 
states,”’ he said. 


me, 


itarianism and mechanical exper- 
tise, | honestly think we would still 
be there sitting in the hot sun. 

Too often people look upon 
state employees as indolent, clock- 
watching bureaucrats. 

Alex Kuehn proves that percep- 
tion to be entirely wrong. 


Virginia Lindberg 
Pendleton 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Alex Kuehn is a 
highway maintenance worker 2, 
Enterprise. 
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A reassignment of respon- 
sibilities within the Highway Divi- 
sion’s executive staff and changes 
in the organization have been 
approved by Larry Rulien, state 
highway engineer. 

“So many people have changed 
jobs, our old organization charts 
are out of date and it’s time to get 
some word out,” he said. 

Within the highway engineer’s 
office, Ed Hunter continues in 
charge of technical services, Pat 
Schwartz heads up a new branch 
titled field engineering and Don 
Adams is in charge of the opera- 
tions branch. Gary Potter, Program 
Section, and Bob Royer, Planning 
Section, continue to report to 
Rulien. 

Reporting to Adams will be Max 
Klotz, permits and weighmasters; 
Jack Sullivan, maintenance; Vern 
Skoog, accounting; and region 


BRIDGE OPENS--Transportation Commissioner Sam Naito, left, and 
Portland Mayor Bud Clark kick off festivities celebrating opening of 
the Steel Bridge in Portland in late May. The structure required 
extensive remodeling to handle light rail cars. Around 1,000 resi- 
dents enjoyed music and refreshments. 


Highway reorganizes 
staff at headquarters 


engineers on matters related to 
operations. 

Reporting to Schwartz will be C. 
O. Fredrickson, construction; Bob 
Blensly, research; Bill Quinn, mate- 
rials; and region engineers on mat- 
ters related to project development 
and construction. 

Reporting to Hunter will be 
Duane Christensen, road design; 
Walt Hart, bridge; Cam Gilmour, 
environmental; Bud George, traffic; 
and Bruce Boyd, right of way. 

Rulien said the changes are 
intended to take advantage of the 
skills Adams has brought to his 
staff, equalize the workload, and 
position his assistants to be more 
involved in giving directions to the 
major programs. 

“These assignments are not cast 
in concrete. | expect them to 
change from time to time with the 
needs,”’ Rulien said. 


New system guides pilots 
to state’s small airports 


Oregon has inaugurated the 
third and fourth FAA-approved 
instrument approaches in the 
nation using the Loran-C naviga- 
tion system. 

The system is now approved for 
use at the Portland and Salem air- 
ports. 

The future availability of Loran-C 
approaches at a number of smaller 
public-use airports around the state 
will be a major step forward in avia- 
tion for Oregon. 

Many of Oregon’s smaller com- 
munities will benefit from increased 
use of their airport facilities by 
pilots from all over the country, 
who will be able to land in a much 


wider range of weather conditions 
than now possible. 

Loran-C is based on a series of 
transmitters that emit precisely 
timed pulses accurate to less than 
one-millionth of a second. 

Measurements of the time delay 
between when an aircraft receives 
the pulses from a master station 
and another set of pulses from a 
secondary station give a curved line 
of possible locations. 

The time required to receive the 
pulses from a third station gives the 
aircraft’s position. Position 
accuracies within 60 feet are com- 
monly achieved using currently 
available receiving equipment. 


DMV requests mail renewals 


Facing a busy summer, DMV is asking people to renew vehicle 
registrations by mail and to make appointments for driver tests. 

Waiting times have increased in offices throughout the state in 
recent weeks. Factors include installation of a new computer 
system in all offices, staff vacations, the usual rush of young people 
wanting to get licenses and the new requirement for vehicle owners 
to report odometer readings. 

DMV has assigned 10 employees from headquarters to work in 
major field offices again this summer to help handle the workload. 


ODOT wins business partner award 


ODOT received the Outstanding Business Partner award for 
middle schools for participation in the Business Partnership in 
Education Program. 

The award was presented by the Salem Area Chamber of Com- 
‘merce. ODOT served 522 students and 43 staff members from 
Judson Middle School. Nearly 400 department employees were 
involved in student tours, shadow days, choir and band perform- 
ances and the Olympics of the Mind competition. 


Highway, Parks announce promotions 


Retirements and promotions within ODOT 
have created a number of other promotions. 


In the Highway Division, retiree Dale Van « 
Laanen will be replaced by Jim Nash as Sign . 
Shop, Physical Plant and Materials Handling — 
Superintendent. Bill Geibel has been named -. « 
preliminary design engineer, a position for- a> 


merly held by Wayne Cobine, who was pro- 
moted. 


Bill Geibel 


At Parks, former Highway right-of-way agent Dave Wright 
replaces retiree Ray Wilson as park land supervisor. 


Supervisors get training extension deadline 


Deadline for completion of mandatory training courses for 
ODOT supervisory personnel has been extended to June 1, 1987. 

The extension was granted because many supervisors, especially 
in Highway, were finding it difficult to schedule classes during the 
heavy summer work load, said Bob Whipps, manager of the 
Employee Development Section. 


Zz 


? & 24 


UNVEILING--An Oregon National 
Guard member unveils the newly 
installed welcome sign during cere- 
monies in early June on the banks of 
the Columbia River. 
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School kids persuade agencies 


“Government isn’t that big. It’s 
made of people, and you can get to 
them--touch them--if you try.” 

Gov. Vic Atiyeh made those 
remarks last month at a ceremony 
celebrating community pride and 
the persistent efforts of Westport’s 
school children. 

The governor had earlier 
stepped out of a National Guard 
helicopter at Westport’s Florence I. 
Tagg Elementary School. He then 
led a parade to the town’s ferry 
landing to dedicate a new ‘‘Wel- 
come to Oregon” sign. 

Back in February, the students at 
Tagg Elementary noticed that the 
Wahkiakum Ferry linking Oregon 
and Washington across the Colum- 
bia River lacked a welcome sign at 
the Westport landing. 

The students sent petitions and 
sign design suggestions to ODOT 
asking for help in erecting their wel- 
come message. 


Nearly 40 retire in June 


Central Services Division 


Robert W. Gormsen, program 
executive C, Salem, 23 years. 

Carl D. Nelson, program execu- 
tive D, Salem, 33 years. 


Highway Division 


Royce F. Annis, highway mainte- 
nance worker 4, Brightwood, 19 
years. 

William L. Bangert, supervising 
highway engineer B, Salem, 34 
years. 

Richard H. Bladorn, highway 
engineer 3, Salem, 36 years. 

Dolph D. Boyer, senior 
weighmaster, Roseburg, 38 years. 

Homer H. Britain, highway main- 
tenance worker 4, Milwaukie, 25 
years. ; 

Mirton W. Burch, highway 
engineer 1, Pendleton, 44 years. 

James H. Coonrod, highway 
maintenance foreman 1, Lincoln 
City, 21 years. 

E. J. Dunn, supervising highway 
engineer B, Portland, 35 years. 


PERS incentive 


Thirty-seven ODOT employ- 
ees have retired at the end of 
June in order to qualify for a 
two percent cost of living 
increase in PERS benefits. 

The increase, which became 
effective July 1, will appear in | 
retirees’ August checks. 

Some 46 ODOT employees 
have retired so far in 1986, 
according to personnel 
records. 


William F. Fox, highway mainte- 
nance foreman 3, The Dalles, 33 
years. 

Mahlon W. Glenn, supervising 
highway engineer C, Salem, 36 
years. 

Hubert A. Goodwater, highway 
maintenance foreman 1, Florence, 
27 years. 

Edward L. Hardt, supervising 
highway engineer F, Milwaukie, 34 
years. 

Edwin J. Hillyer, highway mainte- 
nance foreman 1, Central Point, 32 
years. 


Ross C. Jennings, toll collector, 
Warrenton, 12 years. 

Frances L. Kuchler, secretary, 
Medford, 19 years. 

Jimmie R. King, highway mainte- 
nance supervisor D, Grants Pass, 33 
years. 

Norman E. Mann, supervising 
highway engineer D, Salem, 37 
years. 

Junior R. Miles, highway mainte- 
nance foreman 1, Vale, 29 years. 

William M. Oi, weighmaster, 
Myrtle Point, 12 years. 

Dale V. Rossman, right-of-way 
agent, Tigard, 20 years. 

John Lee Shuman, highway main- 
tenance supervisor A, The Dalles, 
19 years. 

George R. Siler, highway mainte- 
nance supervisor D, Pendleton, 26 
years. 

Richard B. Stoeckel, highway 
maintenance supervisor C, Maupin, 
35 years. 

Leonard E. Sutter, highway main- 
tenance worker 2, Albany, 23 years. 

Roy B. Swanson, highway main- 
tenance supervisor C, Warrenton, 
35 years. 

Fred J. Udey, highway mainte- 
nance supervisor D, Idleyld Park, 30 
years. 

Dale V. Van Laanen, highway 
shop superintendent, Salem, 38 
years. 

Vernon L. Willis, highway main- 
tenance supervisor B, Heppner, 37 
years. 

Richard F. Young, safety repre- 
sentative, Salem, 39 years. 


Motor Vehicles Division 


Betty Colvin, motor vehicle rep- 
resentative 1, Medford, 15 years. 

Alan Leary, revenue auditor 
supervisor, Woodburn, 35 years. 

Richard D. Martin, motor vehicle 
office manager, Seaside, 14 years. 

Robert Streit, motor vehicle 
office manager A, Pendleton, 12 
years. 


Parks Division 


Wayne B. Isaacson, park man- 
ager C, Woodburn, 30 years. 

Rayburn H. Wilson, park lands 
supervisor, Salem, 24 years. 


L. E. ‘““‘Bud’’ George, Highway 
Traffic Engineer, was delighted by 
the drawings. 

“The school kids had such cre- 
ative designs for the sign, they 
really caught our attention,” said 
George. ‘“‘We saw how much they 
cared about the impression a warm 
welcome could make on visitors, 
and how proud they are of their 
town. So, we decided to provide a 
‘Welcome to Oregon’ sign on 
behalf of the school.’”’ 

Gov. Atiyeh joined in the cele- 
bration at the ferry landing when he 
learned of the project. He was 
obviously impressed by the town 
pride and warm welcome, and by 
the “we can do it” attitude of the 
kids. 

“There is no question of the 
friendliness and inner-soul beauty 
of the people here today,” Atiyeh 


») to erect Westport welcome sign 


said at the dedication. 

The project involved a large 
group of volunteers coordinated by 
teachers Mardee Steinberg and 
Kent Phillipps. 

The National Guard was asked to 
install the sign using materials 
donated by Highway and the 
Clatsop County Road Department. 
Tongue Point Job Corps students 
from Astoria landscaped the site, 
and the Tagg Parents Group 
donated a plaque to honor the stu- 
dents’ efforts. 

‘This is the first step in turning 
the site into a picnic area for ferry 
riders,” Steinberg said. ‘‘We’re 
working with Clatsop County and 
the adjacent landowner to make 
that dream a reality.” 

With the help of 113 spunky 
school kids, that should be no 
problem. 


SIGN DESIGNS--Ed Schoaps, left, ODOT public affairs, and elementary 
teachers show design suggestions to Gov. Atiyeh that were submitted to 


ODOT by Westport students. 


Talbot felt right at home 
with Australia problems 


Talk about a busman’s holiday. 

As soon as Parks Administrator 
Dave Talbot arrived in Australia, he 
was confronted with problems 
relating to vehicles on ocean 


BEAR HUG--Parks Administrator 
Dave Talbot gets an official wel- 
come to Australia from a koala bear. 
He served as a consultant to the 
tourism minister of the state of 
South Australia. 


beaches and concerns about snowy 
plover habitats. 

During his two weeks in that 
country, he found several other 
similarities with Oregon. Talbot was 
part of a four-member team advis- 
ing the tourism minister of South 
Australia on tourism potential of a 
section on the state’s coast. 

Although there are no 
restrictions for vehicles on beaches, 
Talbot said the first person he 
talked to in the area strongly 
opposed the policy and is crusading 
to get some areas closed to vehi- 
cles. 

Talbot found that Australians 
take recreation seriously. ‘It’s a 
true leisure society,” he said. Peo- 
ple have a minimum of four weeks 
vacation, often with travel expenses 
covered, plus many public holidays. 

He found the trip so interesting 
that he’s proposing an exchange of 
staff members between Oregon 
and Australian parks. 

He hopes the arrangement 
would increase understanding 
between the two countries. ‘‘When 
preparing for the trip, | was amazed 
at the number of people interested 
in Australia. There seems to be a 
kind of love affair between the two 
countries, yet we don’t know much 
about each other.” 
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Metro highway projects --not built in a day 


Continued from...Page 1 
lar projects,” he said. ‘‘But we try to 
work honestly with them to make a 
project as compatible as possible 
with the neighborhood.” 

The division has significantly 
modified many designs based on 
public input, he pointed out. 

While the process may sound 
simple, the average non-controver- 
sial project takes three to five years 
to move through the project devel- 
opment stage, including purchase 
of property. 

Before bids are let, project man- 
agers are assigned to start learning 
the thousands of details that will 
soon occupy all their waking, and 
some of their sleeping, hours. 

Looking back on three years as 
project manager for the Banfield 
reconstruction, Dave Jones esti- 
mated that during the first six 
months, he spent only 25 percent of 
his time on construction-related 
issues. 

Most of his time was needed to 
deal with adjacent property 
owners, motorists and labor rela- 
tions issues encountered by the 
non-union contractor. 

Later in the project, he was free 
to spend the bulk of his 10- to 12- 
hour days in meetings with his two 
assistant project managers and the 
contractor's project manager to 
solve problems and keep on sched- 
ule. 


Traffic top priority 


Some of the problems occurred 
at night, and during the heaviest 
part of construction Jones would 
be awakened numerous times 
weekly. 

He said the biggest single issue 
was establishing credibility with 
local officials, area residents and 
drivers. ‘‘l was surprised how 
shocked and upset people would 
get about what we were doing,” he 
said. | 

He contrasted that with earlier 
jobs in smaller communities. 

“Sometimes you’d know the 
involved property owners person- 
ally, and the citizens were eager for 
you to improve the highway. You 
met the people, and they learned 


two decades. 
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LEAD TIME--Major highway construction projects in the Portland metro- 
politan area can take years to plan, coordinate, design and build. This bridge 
is part of the interstate system in north Portland crossing the Oregon Slough. 


who you were,” he said. ‘There 
wasn’t the stigma of being a 
bureaucrat that you have in Port- 
land where there’s no direct rela- 
tionship with most people 
concerned.” 

With an average daily traffic 
count of 65,000 vehicles during 
construction, it’s no wonder that 
Jones’ overriding concern was 
keeping traffic moving. 

To assist with that goal, the 
region has used a transportation 
systems management project on 
large jobs. Starting more than two 
years before construction in the 
northwest sector, the project pulls 
together involved parties to identify 
alternative routes for drivers. 

Using a computer program that 
simulates traffic flow, construction 
timetables and advice from a com- 
mittee of technicians, business peo- 
ple and residents, the project keeps 
traffic moving and reduces infiltra- 
tion into residential neigh- 
borhoods. 
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Region Public Information 
Officer Mary Volm sees traffic 
movement as her top priority. 

“With our traffic volume, partic- 
ularly during peak hours, traffic 
flow is the major factor for people 
forming an impression of the High- 
way Division,” she said. 

Before work starts, Volm will 
have used the news media to make 
people aware of the project. Infor- 
mation may also be presented to 
service groups, neighborhood and 
business organizations and through 
publications mailed to those 
affected. 

She may repeat such contacts 
several times after construction 
begins. For the northwest industrial 
area project, she mails a periodic, 
one-page newsletter to 8,000 busi- 
nesses and residences. 

Volm is in touch daily with radio 
station traffic reporters, not only to 
alert drivers to bottlenecks, but to 
suggest alternate routes. “The traf- 
fic reporters tell me, ‘You keep us in 


LIAISON WORK--Mel Mott, 
left, confers with Bud Broderick, 


project manager on one of the 
Portland northwest industrial — 


foake ual liaison i is anew one 


business,’”” she said. 

When traveling to the indus- 

trial area, Volm hauls along a 

four-page tabloid explaining 

the project for distribution in 
banks and restaurants. 
She often takes care of 
many small details. 

On the Hwy. 217 overlay project, 
for example, the division added a 
precontract condition that emer- 
gency vehicles traveling to a nearby 
hospital would be able to move 
through the project even if traffic 
were completely stalled. 

It was Volm’s job to notify 
ambulance drivers of this condition 
and tell them how to signal con- 
struction workers when they 
needed through. 

Volm views her job as keeping 
the needs of the media and the 
public in the forefront for the divi- 
sion and contractors. 

“We're not allowing contractors 
as much freedom as in the past,” 
she said. ‘‘The city is just too 
dependent on a smoothly running 
transportation system.” 


ODOT starts 
Transtoasters 
speaking club 


The stress on “white knuckle 
speakers” may ease off a bit as a 
result of implementation of a new 
Highway Division policy encourag- 
ing development of communica- 
tions skills. 

The Transtoasters now meet at 
noon every Thursday in the large 
conference room of the Transpor- 
tation Building in Salem. 

The club is affiliated with Toast- 
masters International, which devel- 
ops speaking and leadership skills 
in a structured, positive manner. 

Club president Joe Speight, 
resources engineer in the Program 
Section, said departmental employ- 
ees interested in improving their 
oral communication skills are wel- 
come to participate. ‘‘Don’t fail to 
come because you're scared; a 
bunch of us are,”” he admitted. 

Speight said more than 30 indi- 
viduals belong to the new club and 
about two-thirds actively partici- 
pate each week. People from a 
broad range of occupational back- 
grounds have joined so far, he said. 

The Highway policy, which has 
been adopted by Central Services 
as well, provides for reimbursement 
for specified initiation and mem- 
bership fees as long as active 
involvement and progress con- 
tinue. 


Top suggestions earn 
bonds for employees 


Suggestions submitted by ODOT 
employees in 1985 saved the 
department $9 million. 

Besides awards at the time of the 
suggestion adoption, 10 employees 
received $100 savings bonds at last 
month’s Transportation Commis- 
sion meeting. 

The winning suggestions were 
selected on the basis of innovation, 
use of technology, department 
benefit and benefit to the public. 

Winners were: 

@ Central Services: Orrin Russie. 

@ Highway: Donald Eppers, Rus- 
sell Pinard, Michael Lucker and 
Louis Spisla. 

e Parks: Clifton Berg. 

® Motor Vehicles: Susan Vernon, 
Judie Urquhart, Jay Bosse and Greg 
Chandler. 

The 10 were selected from 55 
suggestions adopted. Nearly 250 
proposals were submitted during 


the year. 


e@ The Transportation Com- 
mission adopted a two-year 
construction program with one- 
third to one-half of funds ear- 
marked for preservation of the 
highway system rather than 
construction of new projects. 
The shift was made possible by 
federal legislation expanding 
the use of federal funds. 

e@ The Aeronautics Division 
celebrated its 55th birthday. On 
July 1, 1921, the Oregon State — 
Board of Aeronautics was cre- 
ated, primarily to inspect and 

_ certify aircraft and to test pilots. 

@ The Legislative Emergency 
Board approved pay raises for 
state employees. Classified 
employees received an 11 per-_ 

cent increase, while admin- 

istrative employees ome 10 

percent. — 


® The Parks Division reported 
that new day-use fees were 
being accepted with little hostil- 
ity. A $1 per vehicle fee was 
charged on summer weekends 
and holidays at nine pee to 
generate revenue. 


Safety awards 


BOND WINNER--Don Eppers, right, 
receives a $100 savings bond from 
Commission Chairman Tony Yturri 
in recognition for his suggestion on 
the use of in-place pavement recy- 
cling. Estimates indicate the method 
saved Highway $8 million last year. 


fee care group 
lists resources 
now available 


While surveying Salem employ- 
ees, members of an ODOT Day 
Care Task Force are reminding all 
employees of options and services 
available for dependent care. 

Information from the survey is 
expected in the next month or two. 
The study will help the department 
determine if ODOT should become 
involved in the issue. 

In the meantime, the task force 
encourages employees with needs 
to get more information about 
resources now available, such as: 

e Flexible work scheduling, 
parental and personal leave. 

@ Leave without pay and job 
share possibilities. 

e A monthly Children Services 
Division referral list of registered 
day care providers. 

The collective bargaining con- 
tract or Executive Personnel policy 
will give more detailed information. 


BUCKLE L 


Vale Maintenance; Dareld 
Steinke, supervisor; 250,000 hours. 

Ontario Maintenance; Craig Cor- 
der, supervisor; 150,000 hours. 

Clyde Holliday Park; Cliff Berg, 
supervisor; nine years. 

Klamath Falls Maintenance; Don 
Stuck, supervisor; 500,000 hours. 

Silver Lake Maintenance; C. A. 
Hiatt, supervisor; three years. 


La Grande Maintenance; Bryan 
Higgason, supervisor; 150,000 
hours. 


Engineering Crew (Roseburg); 
Roger Patitz, supervisor; 100,000 
hours. 


Engineering Crew (Portland); 


Robert Schalk, supervisor; 50,000 
hours. 

Sylvan Sign; Donald Tummonds, 
supervisor, 18 years. 

Salem Building; Donald Huff, 
supervisor; 3 years. 

Salem Landscape; Jim Johnson, 
supervisor; 3 years. 

Santiam Maintenance; Jack Wills, 
supervisor; 50,000 hours. 

Astoria Drawbridge; Roy Swan- 
son, supervisor; 200,000 hours. 

Sign Shop and Dispatch; Dale 
Van Laanen, supervisor; 250,000 
hours. 

Tillamook Maintenance; Larry 
Schmitt, supervisor; 350,000 hours. 


Motor Vehicles Division 


Patty Barkmeyer, clerical assistant to clerical specialist, Salem. 

Lanny Gower, management analyst 1 to management assistant C, Salem. 
David Jurgenson, motor vehicle representative (MVR) 1, Greshem to 
administrative assistant, Salem. 

Janice Kelly, clerical specialist, Salem, to MVR 1, Coos Bay. 

Deena Rutledge, MVR 1, Coos Bay, to MVR 2, Coquille. 

Keith Sharp, MVR 1, Ashland, to MVR 2, Brookings. 

Dick Somers, program executive A, Portland, to 
program executive B, Salem. 

Beverly Tiner, MVR I, to MVR 2, Ontario. 

Craig Trigg, MVR 1 to MVR 2, Coquille. 

Jackie Vehrs, MVR 2, Eugene, to MVR 3, Spring- 
field. 


Highway Division 


Margie Burgesser, engineering aide (EA) to 
engineering technician (ET) 1, Portland. 
Thomas Carman, highway engineer (HE) 3 to 
supervising highway engineer (SHE) B, La 
Grande. 

Ufemia Castaneda, secretary to management 
assistant A, Salem. 

John Christopherson, SHE A to SHE B, Rose- 
burg. 

Wayne Cobine, SHE D to SHE E, Salem. 

Kris Curtis, highway maintenance worker 
(HMW) 2 to HMW 3, John Day. 

James Devore, HMW 2 to HMW 3, La Grande. 
June Drushella, clerical assistant to accounting 
clerk 1, Salem. 

Teresa Elliott, ET 1 to HE 1, Salem. 

Michael Gillette, ET 1 to HE 1, Salem. 

Rodney Hanley, HE 1 to HE 2, La Grande. 
Gretchen Harvey, administrative assistant to ET 
1, Salem. 

Jon Hicks, EA to ET 1, Salem. 

Shawn Hukari, EA to ET 1, Coquille. 

Baudelio Ibarra, automotive service worker to 
stores clerk, Salem. 

Sandra Jackmond, EA to ET 1, Salem. 

Marge Kleiven, secretary to administrative assistant, Salem. 

Richard Kuehn, SHE E, Salem, to SHE F, Milwaukie. 

Raymond Logan, HMW 3 to highway maintenance foreman (HMF) 1, 
Klamath Falls. 

Terry McArtor, HE 1 to HE 3, La Grande. 

Carmel Motschenbacher, HE 2 to HE 3, Salem. 

Richard Nantz, HMW 4 to HMF 1, La Grande. 

Roberta Pickerell, clerical specialist to accounting clerk 2, Salem. 

Guido Portier, HE 2 to HE 3, Salem. 

William Quinn, SHE D, Roseburg, to SHE E, Salem. 

Ronald Reisdorf, HE 3 to SHE B, La Grande. 

Claude Sakr, HE 1 to HE 2, Salem. 

Charles Shull, HMW 2 to HMW 3, Portland. 

Arthur Steele, HE 1 to HE 3, Bend. 

Jack Sullivan, SHE E to SHE F, Salem. 

Kenneth Thompson, HMW 2 to HMW 33, Central Point. 

Jerome Vezina, stores clerk to storekeeper 1, Salem. 

Kenneth Warrington, HE 1 to HE 3, Hermiston. 


Chad Shull 


Carmel Motschenbacher 


Parks Division 


Gary Dick, park aide to park ranger 2, Lincoln City. 

Jeffrey Farm, park foreman 2 to park manager B, Nehalem. 
Kathy Lloyd, park ranger 2 to park manager B, Bend. 

Paul Lucas, park ranger 2 to park manager B, Lincoln City. 
Jerald Winegar, park ranger 2 to park manager A, Lake County. 


Central Services Division 


Delores Mott, clerical assistant to clerical specialist, Salem. 


Remembering | 


Hobart Hicks, 34, Astoria, died Rodney Polly, 57, Springfield, 


June 9. A project manager, he had 
worked for Highway 15 years. 

James W. Isaac, 66, Salem, died 
May 18. He retired in 1979 as trans- 
portation permit supervisor in the 
Highway Division after 32 years of 
service. 


died June 15. A park manager, he 
retired last year with 42 years of 
service. 

Gail Williamson, 73, Eugene, 
died June 11. A Highway admin- 
istrative assistant, he retired in 1976 
with 30 years of service. 
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On iMs joo with) Dave Lutz 


By Ed Schoaps 
Radio News Assistant 


Research, reports and journals 
are his crystal ball. An IBM-PC takes 
the place of oracle bones. 

And although he doesn’t dress 
or act like a soothsayer, Dave Lutz is 
one of ODOT’s fortune tellers. 

A revenue forecaster for the divi- 
sion since 1982, Lutz is the man 
ODOT executives want to see 
before preparing their biennial 
budgets or testifying before the 
Legislature on the fiscal impacts of 
proposed laws. 

Dave’s job is to try to see into the 
future--to predict what revenues 
can be expected by an ODOT divi- 
sion, what the public demand will 
be for goods, services and pro- 


‘There's no better place 
to work than ODOT.’ 


grams, and how economic changes 
may affect things. 

Sound complicated? It is, but 
Dave takes it in stride with his usual 
quiet modesty. 

Dave fell into economics by acci- 
dent. He started out in business 
school at the University of Oregon. 
“But after taking accounting theory 
and other business courses, | 
decided it wasn’t what | was look- 
ing for,” he says. ‘I guess | just 
preferred the liberal arts-type edu- 
cation.” 

Interest in a broad view and a 
strong analytical mind led Dave 
into the field of economics. He 
earned his bachelor of science 
degree in 1978, and went to work 
for the Employment Division that 
winter. 

He moved to ODOT because ‘‘I 
was interested in forecasting in a 
financial environment. My old job 
involved policy and programming 
decisions. Over here there is a dif- 
ferent perspective. 

“The objective of my job is to 
provide advice to financial officers 
on questions they have to deal 
with, like how much money to 
expect over the next three to five 
years. It’s the starting point in the 
budget-making process.” 


Dave predicts income from Parks 
RV registrations, Aeronautics and 
DMV licenses and registrations, as 
well as Highway gas and truck 
weight-mile taxes. He also forecasts 
the demand for services and pro- 
grams for each division. 

Dave says the best way to make 
predictions is to start from accepted 
models of how the economy will 
react to income, prices and profits. 
It all boils down to consumer 
demand. 

“All economic models are an 
abstraction of reality. What you 
want to include are those things 
that are the most important in 
describing the behavior of that con- 
sumer out there,”’ says Dave. 

“You do not expect an economic 
model to remove all uncertainty or 


to explain everything about 
demand. If you were able to do 
that, your forecast would be precise 
every time, and that’s not possible. 
You're dealing with probabilities.” 

If this sounds a little inexact and 
a lot mind-boggling, Dave says it is 
if you’re trying to predict the gross 
national product. ‘‘It’s a lot simpler 
to forecast the demand for one 
thing like gasoline and the gas taxes 
ODOT will receive as a result,’” he 
says. 

To keep up with all the latest 
thinking in the economics world, 
Dave spends much of his free time 
studying journals and scholarly 
works, and finished his master’s 


degree at Portland State University 
this spring. 

Dave went to school full-time 
last year under a fellowship from 
the Federal Highway Institute. “I 
wanted to improve my skills and | 
thought that would be a good way 
to do it,” he says. 

The fellowship paid for his tui- 
tion, books and a small stipend. 
And even though he went to school 
full-time, he also worked 20 to 40 
hours a week at his job, thanks to 
an agreement he worked out with 
Director Fred Miller. 

‘I’m committed to staying in my 
job for three times the length of my 
schooling in exchange for ODOT 
keeping me at full salary and the 
Federal Highway Institute granting 
me the fellowship,’’ says Dave. 


y 


FUTURE FORECAST--Revenue Forecaster Dave Lutz sifts through reports to 
form predictions of future ODOT revenue. 


‘‘There’s no better place to work 
than ODOT, and | think it’s because 
of the kind of people | work for. My 
boss, Joe Christian, helps make my 
job clear, and | get a free hand in 
accomplishing my objectives.” 

“Given the uncertainties of fore- 
casting, Dave’s done as good a job 
as anybody I’ve known,’’says Chris- 
tian. ‘‘He’s got a lot of integrity and 
I’ve got a lot of confidence in him. 

“On more than one occasion 
he’s gone out on a limb with a 
forecast that was not universally 
accepted. But, he’s stood by his 
figures because he felt he was 
right,” says Christian. ‘‘That’s pro- 
fessional integrity, and | really 


admire him for 
that.” 

Dave's free time 
is spent with his 
wife, Dora, a Salem lawyer, and 
their 21-month-old son, Stephen. 
They like to visit the north coast 
beaches or visit Dave’s parents who 
also live in Salem. Golf is one of 
Dave’s weekend pastimes that 
allows him to relax. 

Dave and his family include his 
college friend of 10 years in their 
activities. ‘‘He recently moved to 
Salem and lives in a group facility 
because he’s ill. 

‘He was stricken with a rare virus 
that affected his cerebellum. It’s 
affected him physically, and he 
doesn’t get around all that well.’ 

Dave uses some of his spare time 
to do economic research. ‘‘l’m 
interested in new advances in 
applications of econometrics and in 
scholarly research,” he says. One of 
Dave's goals is to get some of his 
own research published. 

But when he’s referred to as the 
David Stockman of ODOT, Dave 
just shakes his head and laughs. 
How does he feel about the com- 
parison? ‘| guess it depends on 


‘Take advantage of 
training and don’t be 
afraid to change jobs.’ 


what you think of David Stock- 
man.” 

While he soft-pedals his image, 
Dave is a firm booster of ODOT. He 
encourages employees to take 
advantage of the career-building 
opportunities available in the 
department. 

“I recommend reading as much 
as possible about ODOT,” says 
Dave. ‘Meet people and find out 
what they are working on. Take 
advantage of training and don’t be 
afraid to change jobs.” 

But changing jobs is one thing 
Dave wouldn’t do. He likes his 
work, And being an oracle does 
have its perks. After all, not many 
people get to read tea leaves and 
use a crystal ball every day. 


A” eee Retirees report ia Sy 


Frank Chalupsky, Sublimity, ret. 
HWY chief weighmaster, 1981. 

Frank and Ruth, his wife, have 
served as volunteer state park hosts 
four summers since retirement and 
attended the recent Park Host Ren- 
dezvous at Silver Falls. 

They scheduled this summer's 
duty for Farewell Bend in Sep- 
tember so Frank will be in the right 
spot when hunting season begins. 
They've already booked sessions 
for Prineville Reservoir and Ochoco 
Lake next year. 

He says the camp host work is 
rewarding, and ‘99 percent of the 
campers are really nice people.” 

The couple consider a travel 
trailer their second home and 
spend four or five months in it-- 
particularly in eastern Oregon 


where Frank worked a number of 
years. 


They are 
considering 
spending a few 
months with 
the trailer in 
Arizona this 
winter, as they 
did the first 
year after 
Frank’s retire- 
ment. 

Besides fishing and hunting, 
Frank says they keep busy at home 
“harassing our seven grandkids” 
who live in the area. 


Joe Oblack, Molalla, ret. HWY 
bridge gate tender, 1980. 
Joe says he doesn’t miss the 


seven years of commuting from his 
home in Molalla to his bridge job in 
Portland, but he did enjoy the 
work. 

Before his Highway career, he 
had worked in timber, ‘‘“which was 
much harder work,” he says. 

Most of his labor now is much 
closer to home in his large yard and 
garden. He also has some favorite 
fishing spots nearby. Once a month 
or so, he and his wife, Lucille, spend 
a few days at a trailer they’ve 
parked at Rockaway on the north 
coast, where he likes to fish as well. 


Philip Oakley, Salem, ret HWY 
Bridge Section, supervising design 
engineer, 1977. 

A bit of wanderlust plus a rock 
collecting hobby and business keep 


Philip and his wife, Shirley, on the 
go. 
Their part-time rock and gem 
jewelry business has given them an 
excuse to travel throughout the 
western U.S. and around the world. 

This year they’ve been in 
Thailand, Singapore and Japan. 
Year before last they went to New 
Zealand and Australia, where they 
dug their own opal. 

They’ve also visited mines in 
South Africa and Sri Lanka. 

When traveling to gem shows in 
the West, they often take their 
motorhome. The couple have 13 
shows on this year’s schedule, 
along with a possible trip to Mex- 
ico. 

He says the interest started as a 
child “collecting pretty rocks.” 
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Hubert Murrill, HWY 
Hwy. Maintenance 
Supervisor B 
Enterprise 


Hubert Murrill 


| feel the law is fair just 
the way it is. Enforcement 
could be better in this 
area of Oregon. Since the 
bottle bill went into 
effect, our litter problems 
were cut way down. 


at 


Dan Dukatz, ees 

HWY eo 
HMW 3 
Albany 


Dick Nelson, 
HWY 
Supervisor 


Maintenance 
District 
Bend 


Dan Dukatz 


| would think you would 
make sure that the money 
got to the litter pickup 
program or for clean-up 
and not funneled through 
a bunch of bureaucrats. 
As far as raising or 
lowering the fine, just 
make sure it is getting to 
the right place. Make sure 
the person who littered 
receives the bill for the 
clean-up. 


Mollymae Brown, CS 
Accountant 2 
Salem 


Joe Holden, AERO 


Assistant Administrator 
Salem 


Mollymae Brown 


| don’t think the anti-litter 
laws should be tougher, 
but perhaps they could 
be enforced more in 
certain problem areas. 
On the whole, | think our 
state is fairly litter free, 
and | certainly want to 
see it continue that way. 


WA 


Jenny Allen, 


Dick Nelson 


To toughen the law only 
means that someone has 
to enforce more laws. | 
think if they can enforce 
what they have, the 
current law is adequate. If 
someone could do 
something about 
disposable diapers, it 
would really be 
appreciated. 


Parks 
Clerical Specialist 
Armitage State Park 


Joe Holden 


The law is clear; 
enforcement is the 
difficulty. A concerted 
effort by citizens to 
document and make a 
formal complaint or even 
initiate a citizen’s arrest 
against offenders would 
help greatly to keep our 
highways and waterways 
clean and attractive. 


il 


Jenny Allen 


Yes, although in 
comparison to other 
states, we can see the 
cleanliness observed in 
Oregon. We should 
enforce the anti-litter law 
to promote tourism so 
visitors Can enjoy 
unobstructed scenery. 


Bill Breshears, HWY 
Assistant Highway Mainte- 
nance Foreman 
Grants Pass 


a 


Foe 
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John Loss, HWY 
HMW 2 
Portland 


John Loss 


The laws should be 
stricter. Maybe people 
wouldn’t be dumping 
litter around, if the 
penalty were stiffer. If 
they got caught, they 
might think twice about 
doing it again. 


Should Oregon's. oe 
anti-litter law be tougher? 


Virginia Peebles, DMV 
Clerical Specialist 
Salem 


Virginia Peebles 

| think if we don’t do it 
now it would have to be 
more strict in the future 
when the population 
grows. | do not feel litter 
is a problem here in 
Salem, but it may be in 
larger cities or on the 
highways. 


Tracy Howerton, HWY 
Conservation Aide 
Litter Patrol 


Bill Breshears 


Anytime you can identify 
the person who has 
caused the litter problem, 
| think they should be - 
made to pay a fine and 
pick up the litter. | think 
the law is tough enough, 
but it should be enforced. 


Woodburn 


Tracy Howerton 


Yes. | do not like to pick 
up other people's 
garbage. It is a good job 
for teenagers, but we 
really shouldn’t have to 
do it because people 
should keep their 
garbage to themselves. 


a 


